Since the middle of the 16th century when a virus was suggested as the causative agent of syphilis by Fracastoro (Pusey, 1933) clarified until Schaudinn and Hoffmann (1905) described the spirochaete alonie as the causative organism, thus ending a 400-year search. The identification of the specific organism inspired new enthusiasm, and many publications were made: Wassermann, Neisser, and Bruck (1906) described the diagnostic serum-complement reaction; Noguchi (1911) succeeded in cultivating Treponema pallidum "in vitro"; Nelson and Mayer (1949) 
STREPTOMYCIN IN TPI TEST
Several of the contaminated sera were streaked on blood agar and the contaminant cultured and identified. In the majority of the cases the intruder was Bacillus subtilis. The cultures from the blood agar plates were transferred, using heavy inoculums, to other blood agar plates, and these newly-inoculated plates were then overlaid with " Difco Bacto Sensitivity Disks" containing various concentrations of several antibiotics. They were then incubated at 370 C. with readings made at 12, 24, and 48 hrs. Some of the antibiotics which showed the highest toxicity are shown in the Figure. The organism showed high sensitivity to aureomycin, chloramphenicol, dihydrostreptomycin, penicillin, and terramycin, but was only moderately sensitive to polymyxin B, and showed no sensitivity to bacitracin (Table I) . At this point it seemed that any of the five antibiotics for which the organism showed high sensitivity reactions would be acceptable; however, the toxicity of these antibiotics for the treponeme was the next important fact which had to be determined. In order to determine this, 24 tubes were prepared as follows: Table II . 
